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Why Is This Woman One of
Washington's Most Beloved Artists?
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Georgette
Seabrooke Powell
is founder/director
of Tomorrow's
World Art Center
and the Art in the
Park program. She
has devoted her
career to helping
the young and the
disadvantaged
through art. She's
won two Mayor's
Awards and she's
being honored
with an exhibit at
the Anacostia
Museum.

For the whole
story, see the
KOAN Interview
beginning on page
12,

May 1995
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Afaf Zurayk: Paintings, at Foundry Gallery, 9
Hillyer Ct.,, NW, 202-387-0203, through May 7.
Zurayk's work poses an interesting dilemma for
the viewer. The artist has painted a series of very
subtle nudes and faces in the manner of dreamy
semi-abstract landscapes. It is startling to
unknowingly view these pictures and suddenly
realize you might be seeing nude figures
emerging from the apparent mountains and
valleys; it was a relief to this viewer to find out
the figures were really there, and that I didn't
need to schedule a Rorschach. The dilemma is
that, once you become aware of what the artist
has done, it is difficult not to treat each painting
as a game of find-the-figure. But it is worth the
effort to overcome that urge and see these
paintings for what they are: delicate meditations
on the nature of form. Zurayk uses a limited
palette (greens and blues) to induce the mind to
see color-field landscape images. She then
skillfully applies small splashes of contrast color
to suggest form. The artist is from Lebanon.
And although she denies it, it is tempting to
speculate that these paintings are inspired at
least indirectly by the traditional Islamic
injunction against portraying the human form.
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